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Clear Channel Kills 
Progressive
Talk Radio

Without warning, on January 2nd Clear 
Channel Communications, wholly owned 
by Mitt Romney’s “former” company Bain 
Capital (Mitt was the first, and last, CEO 
of the highly secretive $66 Billion private 
company, until he became a politician), 
converted Los Angeles’ “Progressive Talk” 
radio station KTLK into a right-wing talk 
station, featuring Rush Limbaugh and 
Glenn Beck. Now every political talk radio 
station in Los Angeles features extreme 
right-wing hosts. Clear Channel did the 
same in San Francisco on the same day, 
and they’ve been doing the same across 
the country. Is this the beginning of Mitt 
Romney’s 2016 Presidential campaign?

Among the popular progressive talk 
show hosts on KTLK were Stephanie 
Miller, whose father was Barry 
Goldwater’s Republican running mate in 
1964, Bill Press, who was the Chair of the 
California Democratic Party back in the 
1990s, Thom Hartmann, who has written 
many books on U.S. History and 
economics, and labor, homeless and 
health-care advocate Ed Schultz.  Rachel 
Maddow was a star on KTLK before she 
began her TV show on MSNBC.

Now listening to talk radio in L.A. 
sounds like driving up the I-5 in the 
Central Valley way back in the 1980s and 
‘90s, where all talk radio was hate, hate, 
hate. Back then, they loved attacking our 
late Assemblyman Dick Floyd. Expect 
more hate directed at California Democrats 
in the near future. This may be part of a 
concerted right-wing plan to take back 
California.

Now our only choice is SeriusXM 
Progress Channel 127 or left-wing KPFK 
90.7 FM radio. Or watch Steph & Bill 
online at Free Speech TV or FilmOnTV.

December General Meeting

Election of Club President
Postponed to January

At our December meeting we faced 
a mini-Constitutional crisis. A provision 
written long ago -- probably during the 
1960s -- states that

Article VII. Section 2. B)

No person may be nominated for any 
office; nor as a Delegate or Alternate 
Delegate who is presently an elected 
officer of any other Democratic Club.

This was pointed out and a number 
of our candidates were challenged. 
Many of our Club members are also 
active elsewhere, including serving as 
officers in other Democratic 
organizations and clubs. We have 
always overlooked this provision in our 
Constitution. As was pointed out, that 
provision was put into our Constitution 
back when a number of “paper clubs” 
were being created in attempts to take 
over the California Democratic 
Council, at the time the largest elected 
Democratic group in the country. The 
CDC has always been made up 
primarily of Democratic Clubs.

Several alternatives were discussed 
and it was decided that we would 
follow a strictly legal solution, 
amending our Constitution by a two-
thirds vote at our Executive Board 
meeting at the beginning of January, 
and then ratifying that proposed 

amendment by a two-thirds vote at our 
January General Meeting on Jan. 20th. 
Following that vote, we will elect the 
remaining new officers for 2014.

At our E-Board Meeting, there were 
two amendments proposed. Jim 
McGreevyʼs proposal to amend Article 
VII. Section 2. B), shown at the left, 
was defeated with only one vote in 
favor. But Terry Kennedyʼs proposal to 
simply eliminate that subsection was 
carried, with only one vote against.

So our decision was to eliminate the 
provision banning officers of other 
clubs from being nominated to be 
officers of our club. That hasnʼt been a 
problem at the CDC for many decades

At our E-Board meeting an 
amendment was also proposed to 
eliminate the two-term limit for our 
clubʼs President, but that was 
defeated. The Presidency is the only 
office in our club with a term limit.

Our Nominating Committee has 
nominated Dan Medina for President, 
Jan Schaefer as Second Vice 
President and Susana Medina as 
Treasurer. Other nominations can be 
made from the floor.

Don Dear was elected First Vice 
President at our December meeting. 
Jim McGreevy was elected Recording 
Secretary, Bettie Jamora our new 
Corresponding Secretary and Terry 
Kennedy as our new Club Historian.

Meeting Notice:
Monday, January 20, at 7:00 PM sharp!  to 9:00 PM

At the Ken Nakaoka Community Center
1670 West 162nd Street in Gardena, California

(One long block east of Western Avenue, at the Gardena Civic Center,
between the Gardena Police Station and the Fire Station)
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December Club 
Meeting

Our Speakers were all candidates. 
Jeffrey Prang told us about his candidacy 
for the County Assessor’s office and led a 
very interesting discussion about the 
responsibilities and duties of the office. He 
noted that he’s been toiling in the 
Democratic trenches his entire adult life 
and has a solid reputation for integrity.

Gloria Gray spoke about her candidacy 
for the 62nd Assembly District, and said it 
was unlikely that she would get the 
rumored position in the White House 
Department of the Interior, since she was 
only one of many being interviewed. She 
noted that “Fracking” was one of the major 
concerns in the 62nd AD.

Club member and West Basin Water 
District Director Ron Smith

West Basin Water District Director Ron 
Smith said that he is very concerned about 
local communities in the 17 cities he 
represents and that he is very hard-
working. The District keeps dollars 
recirculating within our communities. 
Since he’s been on the Board, the District’s 
Bond Rating has been upgraded twice! 
Ron also noted that he represents the 
Water District on other Boards around the 
State.

Julian Burger noted that 1.3 million 
American workers are due to lose their 
unemployment insurance three days after 
Christmas, thanks to Republicans in the 
U.S. House and Senate blocking any 
extensions.  Our club voted to send letters 
similar to Julian’s to all of our elected 
representatives in Congress: Senators 
Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein, and 
Representatives Maxine Waters, Janice 
Hahn, Henry Waxman and Alan 
Lowenthal, and to encourage club

Gardena Mayor Pro Tem Dan Medina introducing 62nd Assembly candidate Gloria Gray, a 
club member, at our December meeting. Gloria (below) is presently a Director of the West 

Basin Municipal Water District, along with club members Don Dear and Ron Smith.

Jeffrey Prang, West Hollywood City Councilmember and former Mayor, speaking about his 
candidacy for Los Angeles County Assessor. Unlike the present disgraced Assessor, Jeffrey 
is extremely well-qualified for the job, currently working in the Executive Staff at the County 

Assessorʼs office. He has been a Democratic Club President, served on the L.A. County 
Democratic Central Committee and on the Democratic State Committee Executive Board 

and he was on the Platform Committee for the 1996 Democratic National Convention.

members to also do so.
At the end of our meeting, our club gave 

a standing ovation to Richard Schwartz  for 
all his years of hard work, taking minutes 
and doing the membership, for our club. 
Richard noted that he’s giving himself a 
three-day vacation until the Engineering 

Page 2 of 4Gardena Valley Democratic Club      --      www.gvdc.org      --      January 2014 newsletter

Society, where he’s 
now an officer, meets 
on Thursday!

(left) Richard 
Schwartz
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In Memoriam
Two of our longest-serving club 

members have died.

Inez Bulger, who first joined 
our club in 1948, died on November 
30th, 2013. She had served as an officer 
in our club, and served on the National 
Council of Senior Citizens for many 
years, along with our own Cliff Holliday. 
She was also a member of the 
Hawthorne Democratic Club.

Fred Adam, our most senior 
club member, who also joined in 1948, 
66 years ago, died on January 10th, 
2014. Fred was very active in our club 
for many decades.

Both Fred and Inez were active in the 
epic Democratic campaign to “Sweep 
the State in ʼ58”, led by Pat Brown and 
Alan Cranston and the California 
Democratic Council.
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Health Care for All
That has been our club’s calling card for many years,  decades even. Democratic 

Presidents have been calling for health care for every American since President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt called for a Second Bill of Rights in 1944. It is one of the tenets (Article 25) 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, passed by the United Nations following 
the Second World War. Many totalitarian countries -- the Soviet bloc, Saudi Arabia and 
the then-Apartheid Union of South Africa -- refused to vote for it and abstained. At the 
end of that horrible war that engulfed the whole world, everyone else on Earth wanted 
peace and prosperity and an end to conflict. And the right to live a long and healthy life.

Now the Republicans seem to oppose almost every goal in both of those documents. 
President Roosevelt died not long after delivering his Second Bill of Rights speech, so he 
and Eleanor Roosevelt were never able to push it through Congress. America would now 
have been a much happier place if they had achieved it.

Before the Wall Street collapse in 2008, there was an epidemic of home foreclosures in 
America. They weren’t all caused by crooked banking institutions. More than half, 61% 
were caused by medical catastrophes. They could be anything, a sudden accident or an act 
of God, a long-hidden disease that could have been avoided with simple preventive care, 
or your lifelong job was suddenly eliminated or shipped overseas and you lost your 
workplace health coverage, while a member of your family had an illness or disability 
that had been covered by that insurance. Perhaps your pension also disappeared.

In Europe and Canada they tell horror stories of tourists coming to the USA and losing 
everything they had because of medical emergencies. That never happens in Europe, 
where everyone actually believes that health care is a human right, not a privilege 
reserved for the rich. Americans who get sick while visiting Europe get health care at very 
little cost. Watch Michael Moore’s film “Sicko,” or watch only the first 16 minutes! The 
Affordable Care Act (what Tea Partyers, Libertarians, Republicans and right-wing 
Billionaires call “Obamacare”) is NOT Universal Health Care, far from it. Michael Moore 
doesn’t even like it! But it is far better than what we had. Where you could lose your 
savings and your home if you or someone you care for gets sick. Where you lived every 
day in fear, IF you ever bothered to think about what might happen.

the Affordable Care Act
/ CoveredCA.com

More properly, the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” because it includes a 
“Patient’s Bill of Rights.” That is the “Patient Protection” part. From the HHS website:

• Health plans can no longer limit or deny benefits to children under 19 due to a pre-
existing condition.

• If you are under 26, you may be eligible to be covered under your parent’s health plan.

• Insurers can no longer cancel your coverage just because you made an honest mistake.

• You now have the right to ask that your plan reconsider its denial of payment.

• Lifetime limits on most benefits are banned for all new health insurance plans.

• Insurance companies must now publicly justify any unreasonable rate hikes.

• Your premium dollars must be spent primarily on health care – not administrative costs.

• You may be eligible for recommended preventive health services. No copayment.

• Choose the primary care doctor you want from your plan’s network.

• You can seek emergency care at a hospital outside of your health plan’s network.

Affordable Care Act (contʼd)
It is now illegal to sell health insurance 

that doesn’t comply with ALL of these 
patient’s rights. That’s why some people 
are losing their old health insurance -- 
because they were being robbed, and if 
they ever got a catastrophic illness, their 
insurance would have been cancelled.

So now the insurance you are buying, in 
the U.S.A., is actually worth the paper it’s 
printed on! If everyone buys affordable 
health insurance, then costs are going to go 
down. Why? Because the most expensive 
form of health care is that dispensed in 
hospital emergency rooms. And it’s not 
only gunshot wound and traffic or athletics 
accident victims who go to emergency 
rooms. It’s the 50 million Americans who 
don’t have any health insurance and who 
may have only minor or moderate illnesses 
or injuries. If you’ve ever sat for 18 hours 
in the emergency room waiting area, you 
know what it’s like.

And if emergency room costs go down, 
then insurance costs will go down for 
everyone, as will waiting times. In 
California, visit CoveredCA.com or
call 1-800-300-1506.

3% of Medicare costs are overhead, 
while insurance companies take up to 
40%! That’s why there are so many 
insurance company Billionaire$.
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15433 S. Catalina Ave.
Gardena, CA  90247

Name:______________________________________________________ Phone:___________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________________ State:____ Zip:____________

Email address or Fax#:_______________________________________________________________
   

         $15  Membership;            $10  for each additional Member at the same Address;             SUSTAINER:  $___________

Please make checks payable to "Gardena Valley Democratic Club"
Return to:  GVDC,  15433 S. Catalina Ave. ,  Gardena,  CA  90247
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5 / 12 / 19 / 26 Sundays 10 AM to Noon
Weekly Sunday Breakfast

in the Normandie Casino Coffee Shop
1045 W. Rosecrans Avenue

in Gardena, California
(just west of Vermont & the Harbor 110 Fwy.)

Please join our informal discussions!

JANUARY 2014
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6 Monday @ 7 PM to 9 PM
(the FIRST MONDAY of every month)

Club Executive Board Meeting
at the Ken Nakaoka Community Center

1670 W. 162nd Street
in Gardena, California

Club members are welcome to take part.

18 Saturday @ 10 AM to 11 AM
Martin Luther King Jr. Parade

on Van Ness Avenue
from Marine Ave. to Rowley Park

in Gardena, California
All Democrats are welcome to walk or 
ride with us. The Parade is only 1 mile 

long. Our group forms up at 9:30 AM on 
Van Ness, next to Junipero Serra High S.

20 Monday @ 7 PM to 9 PM
(the THIRD MONDAY of every month)

Club General Meeting
at the Ken Nakaoka Community Center

1670 W. 162nd Street
in Gardena, California

Everyone is welcome to join us!

2 FEBRUARY Sunday 10 AM to Noon
Doris Griffinʼs 90th Birthday Party!
at our Weekly Sunday Breakfast

in the Normandie Casino Coffee Shop
1045 W. Rosecrans Avenue

in Gardena, California
(just west of Vermont & the Harbor 110 Fwy.)

Please help us celebrate her achievement !
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